




TOM HARKIN
IOWA

Hnited Ftstes Fsnsts
WASHINGTON, DC 20510_1502

August L9,zOtO

Honorable Ray LaHood, Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave. S.E.
Washington,  D.C.20590

Re. lowa DOT TIGER l l  grant request for Mult i-modal quali ty of l i fe improvements for l-74in
Bettendorf and Davenport, lowa

Dear Secretary LaHood,

I am writ ing to express my support for the lowa Department of Transportation's ( lowa
DOT) application for TIGER l l  grant funding for mult i-modal quali ty of l i fe improvements for l-74
in Bettendorf and Davenport, lowa. The project has several components including:
reconstructing the mainl ine from Middle Road through the Spruce Hil ls Road interchange to
increase the number of available lanes; replacement of bridges over Duck Creek; improvements
to two interchanges to accommodate more traff ic turning off onto the local roads; and
reconstruction and widening of Middle Road and Spruce Hil ls drive with new accommodations
for pedestrians. In addit ion, noise abatement systems are being evaluated and aesthetic
features such as l ighting wil l  be incorporated.

These improvements are part of the larger l-74 bridge corridor project, which is a
collaborative effort involving the lowa DOT, the l l l inois DOT and many other groups. The TIGER
ll funds requested would move this project forward and improve mult i-modal access at key
intersections.

I respectful ly urge your consideration of this application.

Tom Harkin
United States Senator
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August 8, 2010

The Honorable Ray LaHood
Secretary of the Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re. Iowa DOT TIGER II grant request for Multi-modal quality of life improvements for 1-74 in Bettendorf
and Davenport, Iowa

Dear Secretary LaHood,

I am writing to express my wholehearted support for the Iowa Department of Transportation's (Iowa
DOT) application for TIGER II grant funding for multi-modal quality of life improvements for 1-74 in
Bettendorf and Davenport, Iowa.

The project has several components including: reconstructing the mainline from Middle Road through
the Spruce Hills Road interchange to increase the number of available lanes; replacement of bridges
over Duck Creek; improvements to two interchanges to accommodate more traffic turning off onto the
local roads; and reconstruction and widening of Middle Road and Spruce Hills drive with new
accommodations for pedestrians. In addition, noise abatement systems are being evaluated and
aesthetic features such as lighting will be incorporated.

These improvements are part ofthe larger 1-74 bridge corridor project, which is a collaborative effort
involving the Iowa DOT, the Illinois DOT and many other groups. The TIGER II funds requested would
move this project forward and improve multi-modal access at key intersections.

I respectfully urge your consideration of this application.

Sincerely,

(luJL/~:J),wAiLLuJ
Cindy Wincl~er .
State Representative















 
July 30, 2010 
 

Ms. Nancy Richardson, Director    
Iowa Department of Transportation    

800 Lincoln Way        

Ames, Iowa  50010      
 

Dear Director Richardson: 
 

We support the Tiger II funding grant application for the Iowa DOT request to improve the I-74 Bridge Corridor.  

The funding will continue to move the I-74 Bridge Corridor project forward as expeditiously as possible and 
position the project for significant additional funding from both State and Federal sources for construction in the 

next transportation act.  The request is for $78,400,000 and will serve multimodal access at key intersections in 
the corridor while improving quality of life now and in the future.    

 
We appreciate the work being completed by both the Iowa and Illinois Departments of Transportation for the I-

74 Iowa-Illinois Corridor Study.   Since 2001, over $85 million dollars have been provided for environmental work, 

preliminary design, final design, right-of-way acquisition and reconstruction of interchanges in the I-74 Corridor.   
The NEPA work had been completed and the Record of Decision for the project was received in April 2009.  The 

final design is under way and will be finished by the third quarter of 2012.  This demonstrates long term 
bipartisan legislative support for the project.    

 

Replacement of the I-74 Bridge is critical to the Quad Cities region and has been the top priority transportation 
project in the metropolitan area for over 10 years.  The entire I-74 Corridor project is estimated to create/retain 

12,120 jobs over a seven year period.   Not only is the Bridge vital to the continued economic well-being and 
commerce of the Quad Cities area, but Interstate 74 serves a major corridor of national significance providing an 

alternate crossing for Interstate 80, one of the nations’ greatest east-west commercial corridors.   
 

Once reconstructed, the I-74 Bridge will be the most reliable Mississippi River Crossing in the Iowa/Illinois bi-state 

area.   The I-74 Bridge Corridor has regional significance, providing access to regional hospital systems, 
commercial centers and cultural facilities.  In addition, the Bridge serves as an important link to the Rock Island 

Arsenal, one of the nations’ only armories.  
 

The current bridge structure is functionally obsolete and never met interstate standards.   The I-74 Bridge is 

significantly over capacity and carries nearly 70,000 vehicles per day.  In fact the I-74 Bridge has no shoulders 
and the Draft Environmental Impact Statement identified the corridor as having three times the number of 

crashes as comparable interstate corridors.  The reconstructed I-74 Bridge corridor will have full shoulders 
allowing for emergency vehicle access that currently does not exist in the event of an incident.   Further, the 

reconstructed I-74 Bridge will have increased protection for seismic occurrences and barge collisions.   

 
The reconstructed I-74 Bridge will improve the quality of life in the entire Quad City Area with its’ multi-modal 

aspects.  The Bridge will include a multi-purpose trail for bicyclists and pedestrians to allow for cross river travel 
in the eastern portion of the Quad Cities, where access does not currently exist.  The widened structure will  
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provide for improved travel reliability even during traffic incidents for transit bus trips across the Mississippi River, 
the Quad City International Airport, and the Moline Centre Station passenger rail stop.    

 
Adequate Mississippi River Crossing capacity is imperative to meet long-term transportation needs and maintain 

the economic viability of the eastern Iowa and western Illinois.  We hope that you will consider this letter as our 
support for the I-74 Bridge Corridor Project.  Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

 
Chris Gallin, Chair 

Board of Supervisors 
 

cc: Federal Legislators 
 






















